3. Questions to Ministers without notice - The Minster for Education, Sport and
Culture

The Bailiff:

Now we come to questions without notice and thst freriod is indeed to the Minister for
Education, Sport and Culture.

3.1 Deputy S. Pitman:

Can the Minister advise the Assembly whether heidident that E.S.C. (Education, Sport and
Culture) will be able to support the aspirationsatifyoung people wishing to go to university
next year?

The Deputy of St. Ouen (The Minister for Education,Sport and Culture):

Yes, | am confident that | can support the asmregiof those wishing to go to university with
the one proviso; that | am restricted within therent financial conditions attached to providing
support for those individuals.

3.1.1 Deputy S. Pitman:

Could the Minister advise as to what the figures an the amount of students going to
university? Is there a reduction now that the arsity fees have been reduced?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

We do not currently have the completed figuresher dccurate figures regarding the students
going to university. However, indications showtttiere will be an increase this year.

3.1.2 Deputy S. Pitman:
When would these figures be available?
The Deputy of St. Ouen:

The actual figures will not be completed until waeeve the positions confirmed for all students
entering university, which is likely to be Octolddovember this year.

3.2 Senator B.E. Shenton:

Will the Minister give an undertaking to publiskets.C.S.E. (General Certificate of Secondary
Education) and ‘A’ Level results for the non-feeypa schools and can we assume from his
failure to answer my written questions that theiltsswere not very good, as | believe they were
not very good?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

First of all, | refute that the results of our ni@e paying schools are poor. The one thing that |
will say is that | did elect to not answer the dimsposed by the Senator for the simple reason
that 1 do not believe - and it is current departmpalicy - that producing league tables to
identify particular schools is particularly helpfither to students, parents, schools, teachers or
indeed this Island as a whole. As such | am nepgred to publish league tables in the fashion
that has been proposed.

3.2.1 Senator B.E. Shenton:

| am not asking for league tables. | am askingtlier specifics. We spend a lot of money on
education. We spend a lot of money on the edutdtiopeople that cannot afford to go to fee
paying schools. If we are failing the childrenttga to non fee paying schools the politicians of
this House should know about it and it should retbvered up by using the good results of the
fee paying schools to cover up our failings at feenpaying level.

The Deputy of St. Ouen:



Please, it is absolutely not a cover-up. Indetlihk that the Senator is naive in the extreme that
he puts all his emphasis and effort, and he suggésit education should do the same, on
academic achievement only. We have a full rangad¥iduals that we are responsible for and
provide an education for. That education is totnaee enable those individuals to achieve their
maximum potential, whatever that may be. Yes, wéave some very bright individuals both
in the fee paying and non fee paying schools. Bguae have others that are better able to
focus on the practical vocational skills. The sgjpn that we should simply ignore those
individuals and treat them as second-class citipestsbecause they do not achieve an academic
result is ridiculous. | want and | am aiming t@mdify the proper performance measurements
that can show, year-on-year, how schools are panfgy, whatever their mix and their make-up
will. That is important; to show how we can adduea that we are meeting the needs of our
individuals. As such | am going to, with my depaent, place every effort to do that. | would
just add, finally, that league tables and the sia#i that are being suggested by the Senator have
been tried and failed in many other countries. ebtithere are clear indications that Wales,
Scotland, Ireland and many other places who hallewed the route as proposed by Senator
Shenton in the past have decided and realisedttisatietrimental to the education system. As
such | will not support or produce those figurésave offered the Senator and others access to
those figures within the department because cleaglgo monitor them internally.

3.3 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

On the back of the Senator’s question, would theidter tell us, therefore, how as a parent, or
how indeed does he himself, assess the performaintteese schools; whether they are doing
well or not doing well, as the case may be? How marent meant to assess the performance of
these schools?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

Parents can have access to the school’'s performafioey can seek comfort in the fact that in
most schools we have boards of governors who atieasversight committee, if you like, to the
school and ensure that the school is performind. wale have independent inspections on an
annual basis that require the schools to propelntify and demonstrate how well they are
performing and providing the education that thiarld expects. We also introduced a system of
professional partnering which encourages schoalsiratividuals to challenge and support each
other in this process. That is how we will devetap education system. That is how we will
meet the needs of our children, which surely mlishately be the aim.

3.3.1 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Would the Minister commit himself to publishing, rf@xample, the inspection reports on
schools?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| would need to check departmental policy and eurpmlicy on this but all | will say is that |
will look into it on behalf of the Deputy and corback to him with an answer as soon as | have
one.

3.4 Deputy K.C. Lewis:

Can the Minister inform the Assembly whether hstil$ in negotiation with the U.K. authorities,
in consultation with the other Channel Islands,hwiegard to identifying Channel Islands
students as home students and not overseas studw®Trist comes to university fees?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

This is very much an ongoing topic and concern thatdepartment has raised over many years
and now | have inherited. | will seek, togethethwbsuernsey and the Isle of Man, for this issue
to be addressed. Unfortunately the position thatlt.K. authorities take is that they believe that



the present agreement is “fair” and so that is heéryou like, the problem lies. Until we get a
clearer acknowledgement from the U.K. that indeedfarm part of the British Isles and, as
such, that we should be considered like that, thengoing to be difficult to move forward on
this matter.

3.5 Deputy J.M. Macon:

When the Minister was a candidate for his positienmade much of how much effort he was
going to put into sport within the department. Céwe Minister inform the House what
developments he has made within this specific area?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

Personally, not a lot. | find myself with verytld time being able to actively engage in any sport
at present. However, there is an ongoing commitrtieat the departments makes to sport. We
are working with the various associations and asgdions to encourage the further
development of sport, both in schools and to thdewcommunity. Development officers have
become a great success in developing the sport.hdWe seen cricket flourish, rugby flourish
and many other organisations. We have finally ébansolution for the special gymnastics,
although it is not perfect. They have a basettiet can rely on for the short-term, although we
are still looking and need to identify a properd#&s meet the long-term future of all gymnasts
on this Island. This is being actively pursuedl| |1&an say is that within the resources available
| believe that we are aiming to meet the needbadd that seek to enjoy sports on this Island.

3.6 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

| would comment, with regard to Deputy Le Hérissiguestion - and ask the Minister to think
about it very carefully - that all inspection refgofor schools in the U.K. are published for
anyone to read. However, | would also like to aglen he produces the figures for university
entrants will he also include the subjects beiragir@nd the universities being attended?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| will take the comments made by the Senator ictmant when | produce the figures.
Senator S.C. Ferguson:

The second half of my question, please?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

I meant all comments that the Senator had madegiter question.

3.7 The Deputy of Grouville:

As Education, Sport and Culture cannot adequateig tultural and heritage organisations now,
could the Minister inform the Assembly if he intenalpproving thero rata cut as proposed in
the Business Plan?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

The Deputy questions the ability to support ouithge and cultural organisation on the Island.
This has been one of the main issues that | haea bequired to consider since my time as
Minister for Education, Sport and Culture. Sinkatttime | have spoken and been in discussion
with the Council of Ministers and the Minister féreasury and Resources and indeed the Jersey
Heritage Trust in order to find a solution whichaigpropriate and ensures that the provision of
services are maintained where possible. In retemts, very recently | would hasten to add, |
have received a commitment from the Council of Bleis, including the Minister for Treasury
and Resources, that they will work with me in orttefind a solution within the very near future

to meet some of the issues that Jersey Heritagset have identified and face. With regard to the
pro rata cut, because of the Council of Ministers’ commitnsethat they have personally made



to both me and my Assistant Ministers regardingahidity to deal with pressures that we have
previously identified, |, like all other Ministersill be agreeing to thero rata cut as proposed
in the Business Plan.

3.8 Deputy T.M. Pitman of St. Helier:

As the message of anti-discrimination and equdhiyt we send out to young people as a
Government is so very important, will the Deputy,Minister for Education, Sport and Culture,
be actively supporting the civil partnership proge8

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

I would hope that the Deputy has already read thrancents that come from the Council of
Ministers, who | am part of, that it accepts thegre is a need to introduce civil partnerships.

3.9 Deputy A.E. Jeune:

Given the Minister’'s somewhat defensive answeh#ofirst question today, is he suggesting that
youngsters who aspire to examination success hoklfy will not achieve such aspirations are
being encouraged to undertake such exams ratheib#iag encouraged to undertake that which
is achievable?

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

This is particularly an issue that relates to ndilighing league tables. As soon as you introduce
competition- which league tables do - between slkshtheen you encourage greater selectivity
with regards to whether a pupil is able to not eehia result at academic level. As such, |
absolutely would not follow that route. We needb® encouraging all individuals, no matter

what their ability, to achieve the potential thegncand indeed to give our young people a
chance.

3.10 Deputy D.J. De Sousa:

Sorry to take the House back a step but on theesubf our culture and heritage, several times |
know the Deputy of Grouville has raised the isshe tulture is being swallowed up and not
getting the input that it should be getting becaitise in such a big department and there are
spending pressures on that department. Does thistiti not feel that it should be taken out of
his department and put elsewhere, where it cathgdbacking that it needs? It is vital we keep
our heritage and our culture. It is importanthe future of the Island and to all the childrert tha
are growing up now. They are the future of thardl

The Deputy of St. Ouen:

| absolutely agree with the Deputy’s views on timportance of our culture and heritage. Do |
believe that it should be transferred to anoth@adenent? No. Do | believe that the spending
pressures that are faced by our cultural and Ilgeritarganisations need to be dealt with?
Absolutely. Am | prepared to do that? Yes. |@dvat commitment when | became Minister
for Education, Sport and Culture and that has reethiconsistent and constant up until now.
There is, | believe, a renewed enthusiasm - | hdppem both the Council of Ministers and the

States generally to ensure that we provide thacserfit resources to maintain this particularly
excellent resource that we all rely on. This ismately who we are. It identifies who we are

and, as such, it needs to have that sort of impoetalaced on it.

The Bailiff:
Very well. That concludes question time to the igtier for Education, Sport and Culture.



